Attitudes of healthcare providers towards patients with HIV/AIDS in Bandar Abbas.
We aimed to investigate the attitudes of healthcare providers towards patients with human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immune deficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) in Bandar Abbas, south of Iran. In this cross-sectional study, a random sample of 250 healthcare providers completed a 20-item questionnaire from January first through February 30th, 2007. There were five domains of attitudes towards patients with HIV. The items measured as a five-point Likert scale ranging from strongly disagree to strongly agree. The mean age of the healthcare providers was 31.3 (SD=7.3) years. Of them 24.4% were males, 42.4% had received Bachelor of Science degree, 19.2% were physicians, 63.2% were nurses, and 17.6% were laboratory technicians. The respondents had fairly positive attitudes towards patients with HIV. Men, older age, more educated participants, and laboratory technicians had more favorable attitude towards HIV (P<0.05).